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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God of Mercy, 
we give You thanks for giving us an-
other day. 

In this single week, after a long cam-
paign season, and before breaking once 
again for Thanksgiving, bless the Mem-
bers of the people’s House with focus 
and purpose on the issues facing them. 

We ask Your blessing as well on 
those newly elected who will be joining 
this assembly for the 115th Congress. 
May their transition into office be 
smooth and marked by the civility of 
democratic change of government 
which is the rightful pride of the 
United States of America. 

Help us all to be grateful that we live 
in this country, and generous with the 
blessings and benefits derived from our 
citizenship. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. HILL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on Friday, I was grateful to 
give the Republican Weekly Address to 
honor Veterans Day, where I spoke 
about how House Republicans, under 
the leadership of Speaker PAUL RYAN, 
are committed to providing our Na-
tion’s veterans the highest quality of 
care. 

As the son of a World War II Flying 
Tiger, a 31-year veteran myself, and 
the grateful dad of four sons who have 
served overseas in the global war on 
terrorism, I appreciate the positive 
work of House Republicans to reform 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Veterans Affairs Chairman JEFF MIL-
LER has been a determined advocate for 
veterans and military families, leading 
efforts to modernize the VA and deliver 
21st century health care. 

The House has also passed a series of 
reforms to the VA itself. I look forward 
to working with President-elect Donald 
Trump, Vice President-elect Mike 
Pence, and Speaker PAUL RYAN, to cre-
ate a positive change of culture at the 
VA to give veterans the care they de-
serve. Chairman JEFF MILLER would be 
an excellent choice for Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

CHICAGO CUBS 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1908, 
the Chicago Cubs won the World Series 
at West Side Park. To give you a little 
perspective how long ago that was, in 
the crowd you could find Civil War vet-
erans. President Taft, however, was not 
in attendance that day. 

During the Cubs’ 108-year drought, 
we have had two world wars, put a man 
on the moon, and survived Y2K. But 
after a historic seven-game series, I 
can finally say that my Chicago Cubs 
are champions once again. 

I am enormously proud of the Chi-
cago Cubs’ players and coaches, the en-
tire management team, and the 
Ricketts family for unparalleled deter-
mination on the long, long road to a 
league-best regular season and a cham-
pionship title. 

Generations of loyal Cubs fans finally 
got to see their team win the series in 
what was, arguably, the best baseball 
game of all time. It was an honor for 
me to be in the stands that night, and 
then join millions of Chicagoans in 
celebrating the long-awaited return of 
the World Series trophy to the friendly 
confines of Wrigley Field. 

The city and people of Chicago will 
be forever grateful to the 2016 Cubs for 
reminding us that nothing is impos-
sible if you work hard, and never, ever, 
ever, ever, ever, give up. 

Go Cubs. 
f 

A TRUE HERO AMONG US 
(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a 
champion in the St. Cloud community, 
St. Cloud Police Chief Blair Anderson. 

Chief Anderson recently received the 
2016 Community Hero Award from the 
Light the Legacy organization for his 
incredible work strengthening the con-
nection between the police force he 
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